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ABSTRACT

Background: The Pediatric Oncology Group P9262 Phase 2 study of single-agent paclitaxel demonstrated one complete response
(CR), one partial response (PR), and four with stable disease (SD) among 15 patients with recurrent Wilms tumor (WT). Based
on this activity, paclitaxel-containing regimens have been used as salvage therapy for treatment-refractory WT. We conducted a
multi-institutional retrospective study to further characterize the clinical activity of paclitaxel-containing regimens in recurrent
WT.

Methods: Twelve institutions submitted anonymized data from patients with relapsed WT treated with paclitaxel. Response after
one or two cycles of a paclitaxel-containing regimen was reported according to Response Evaluation Criteria in Solid Tumors.
Results: Twenty-eight patients with a median age at diagnosis of 5.5 years (range: 3 months to 31.9 years) were reported. Twenty
had non-anaplastic WT; eight had diffuse anaplasia (DA). Stage at diagnosis was I (n = 1), Il (n = 1), Il (n = 11), IV (n = 14),
and V (n = 1). Patients received a mean of 8.5 anticancer drugs (range: 6-12) before paclitaxel, including eight who received high-
dose therapy/stem cell transplant. Paclitaxel (n = 13) or nab-paclitaxel (n = 15) were predominantly administered in combination
with other agents, most commonly doxorubicin and/or gemcitabine. Eleven of 26 patients with measurable disease had a partial
response (7 = non-anaplastic; 4 = DA), four had stable disease, and 11 had progressive disease. Two patients without measurable

Abbreviations: COG, Children’s Oncology Group; CR, complete response; DA, diffuse anaplasia; PD, progressive disease; PR, partial response; RECIST, Response Evaluation Criteria In Solid Tumors;
REDCap, Research Electronic Data Capture; SD, stable disease; SIOP, International Society of Paediatric Oncology; WT, Wilms tumor.
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disease maintained a complete response for 12 and 16 months. The mean duration without progression was 7.6 months (range:

1-35 months).

Conclusions: Paclitaxel-containing regimens appear to be active against heavily pretreated WT with either non-anaplastic or DA

histology. Prospective studies are warranted to formally evaluate the efficacy of paclitaxel-based therapies.

1 | Introduction

The treatment of Wilms tumor (WT) has been a major success
in pediatric oncology, with a 5-year overall survival (OS) rate of
approximately 92% using multimodal therapy [1]. However, there
are patient subgroups for whom OS is less than 50%, including
those with newly diagnosed Stage IV WT with diffuse anaplasia
(DA), first relapse of WT after receiving three or more agents as
primary therapy, and multiply recurrent WT [2]. More effective
therapeutic options should be explored for such patients with
recurrent or refractory disease.

The current approach to recurrent WT relies on agents to
which patients were not previously exposed. Regimens con-
taining cyclophosphamide, ifosfamide, carboplatin, doxorubicin,
and etoposide have significantly improved outcomes after first
recurrence, with 5-year OS of 50%-70%, depending on how many
agents were included in initial treatment [3-7]. Topotecan and
irinotecan have also demonstrated activity against WT [8-11] and
are currently being evaluated in combination with other agents
for first recurrence of WT in the Children’s Oncology Group
(COG) ARENI1921 study [12]. Patients with a second or third
recurrence have more limited treatment options, and outcomes
are poor, with 1-year event-free survival (EFS) estimates ranging
between 10% and 20% [8]. Meta-analyses have explored the utility
of high-dose chemotherapy and autologous stem cell rescue in
patients with recurrence, with inconclusive results [13, 14]; there
is a clear need for new therapies.

Taxanes, a class of cytotoxic agents that stabilize microtubules
and inhibit cell division, are active in a variety of solid tumors
and are commonly used for adult patients with carcinomas and
sarcomas. Several case reports of young adult patients with WT
have demonstrated a response to paclitaxel-containing regimens
[15-17]. Moreover, the Pediatric Oncology Group P9262 Phase
2 study of single-agent paclitaxel demonstrated one complete
response (CR), one partial response (PR), and four with stable
disease (SD) among 15 patients with recurrent WT, for a clinical
benefit rate of 40% [18]. Based on this signal of antitumor activity,
some pediatric oncologists have been using paclitaxel or nab-
paclitaxel, an albumin-conjugated form of paclitaxel, for patients
with multiply recurrent or treatment-refractory WT. We report
the results of a retrospective study to document the clinical
characteristics and outcomes of patients who had recurrent or
refractory WT and received paclitaxel-containing regimens.

2 | Methods
Pediatric oncology centers known to have administered paclitaxel

or nab-paclitaxel to patients with recurrent/refractory WT were
identified and invited to participate. Institutional review board

(IRB) approval or exempt status was obtained at each participat-
ing institution prior to data collection. Patients of any age with
WT who had undergone treatment with paclitaxel-containing
regimens up to March 2024 were eligible for inclusion. Clinical
or research team members at each site accessed medical records
to extract relevant data.

A centralized Research Electronic Data Capture (REDCap)
database hosted at Children’s National Hospital was used for
collecting and managing patient data. This included demographic
information, tumor characteristics, details of prior treatments,
specifics of the paclitaxel-containing regimens, clinical responses
according to Response Evaluation Criteria In Solid Tumors
(RECIST) guidelines, and outcomes. All data were anonymized
before entry to ensure patient confidentiality. Descriptive anal-
yses were conducted on response rates by tumor histology and
paclitaxel regimen used. EFS was defined as the time from the
start of paclitaxel therapy to tumor relapse, progression, or most
recent follow-up. The time was calculated by adding the duration
of paclitaxel therapy before the best response was achieved to
the duration of the best response, which were the data points
collected. Progression/Relapse within the first cycle of paclitaxel-
based therapy was counted as progression at 3 weeks. OS was
defined as the time from initiation of paclitaxel-based therapy to
the time of death or most recent follow-up. Kaplan-Meier curves
were generated using GraphPad Prism software.

3 | Results

Twenty-eight patients with recurrent WT were identified across
12 pediatric centers—11 in the United States and one in
Israel. Demographic and clinical features at diagnosis are
described in Table 1. Eighteen patients underwent immedi-
ate nephrectomy upon initial diagnosis, whereas 10 received
pre-operative chemotherapy. Among the 18 who underwent
immediate nephrectomy, histology was favorable in 12 and
anaplastic in six. Among the 10 patients who received pre-
operative chemotherapy, histology according to the International
Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP) criteria [19, 20] was as
follows: intermediate-risk (n = 4), diffuse anaplasia (n = 2),
blastemal-type (n = 1), and non-anaplastic not otherwise specified
(n = 3). Initial stage distribution at the time of diagnosis using the
COG staging system was Stage I (n =1;3.6%), Stage I1 (n =1; 3.6%),
Stage III (n = 11; 39.3%), Stage IV (n = 14; 50%), and Stage V (n =
1; 3.6%).

Initial clinical characteristics and therapy given prior to admin-
istration of paclitaxel-containing therapy are summarized in
Table 2. All patients were heavily pretreated. The duration
of therapy prior to paclitaxel was not ascertained, and some
patients lacked clear distinctions between one treatment and
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TABLE 1 | Summary of demographic and clinical data.

Total number of patients 28
Median age at diagnosis (months) 66.5
Age range (months) 3-383
Sex
Male 15 (53.6%)
Female 13 (46.4%)
Race
White 26 (92.8%)
Black/African American 2(7.1%)
Histology and timing of surgery
Non-anaplastic 20 (71.4%)
Immediate nephrectomy with 12
favorable histology
Pre-operative chemotherapy 1
blastemal-type
Pre-operative chemotherapy for 4
intermediate risk
Pre-operative chemotherapy not 3
otherwise specified
Diffuse anaplasia 8 (28.6%)
Immediate nephrectomy 6
Pre-operative chemotherapy for 2
diffuse anaplasia
Initial stage (COG staging system)
I 1(3.6%)
II 1(3.6%)
i 11(39.3%)
v 14 (50%)
A4 1(3.6%)

the next. Patients received a mean of 8.5 different systemic
chemotherapeutic agents before paclitaxel therapy. Eight patients
received high-dose chemotherapy with autologous stem cell
transplant (HDCT). All patients had also undergone radiation
therapy (26 with treatment of initial disease and 18 at relapse,
including the two who had not originally received radiation) and
at least one surgical intervention prior to receiving paclitaxel. The
best response before initiating paclitaxel was CR in 23 patients,
partial response (PR) in one patient, and progressive disease (PD)
throughout treatment in four patients.

Details of the paclitaxel-containing therapy, tumor response,
and outcome are summarized in Table 3. The 28 patients
received a variety of paclitaxel- (n = 13) or nab-paclitaxel (n
= 15)-containing regimens. Nine patients were treated with
nab-paclitaxel in combination with gemcitabine, eight received
paclitaxel or nab-paclitaxel combined with doxorubicin, and five
received a regimen that included nab-paclitaxel, gemcitabine,
and doxorubicin. Two patients were treated with paclitaxel in
combination with topotecan, and one patient each received
paclitaxel combined with doxorubicin and carboplatin, paclitaxel

combined with carboplatin and SAHA, or paclitaxel combined
with carboplatin and gemcitabine. One patient received paclitaxel
alone. Paclitaxel-containing therapy was administered on 21-day
(n =12) or 28-day (n = 16) cycles. Most patients received doses of
125 mg/m? on Days 1,8, 15 (n = 15) or 240-250 mg/m? during Week
1 on variable days (n = 9); one patient each received doses of 40,
80, 100, or 175 mg/m?. Patients received a mean of 3.5 cycles, with
a median of three and a range of 1-10.

Of the 26 patients with measurable disease at initiation of
paclitaxel-containing therapy, 11 patients (42.3%) demonstrated
PR and four (15.3%) stable disease (SD) after one or two cycles.
Eleven patients (42.3%) experienced PD. The best response
achieved at any time after treatment with paclitaxel-containing
regimens (including other agents) was recorded as four CR, seven
PR, four SD, and 11 PD. It was not possible to measure the duration
of response specifically to the paclitaxel-containing regimens,
because most responders received other treatments after response
to paclitaxel was documented. Two patients without measurable
disease maintained CR for 12 and 16 months, the latter with
ongoing CR at the time of data collection. The mean duration of
time after starting paclitaxel-containing therapy without disease
progression was 7.6 months.

Response rates to the different paclitaxel treatment regimens
varied, as summarized in Table 4. Six of 13 patients (46.2%) had
an objective response (PR) to paclitaxel regimens versus five
of 13 (38.5%) to nab-paclitaxel regimens. Among nine patients
treated with nab-paclitaxel and gemcitabine, two achieved a
PR (22.2%) and seven experienced PD. Of eight patients who
received (nab)paclitaxel and doxorubicin, five achieved a PR
(62.5%) and three had PD. Of three patients treated with the
combination of nab-paclitaxel, gemcitabine, and doxorubicin,
two had PR (66.7%) and one had SD. Responses were observed in
both favorable (7/20; 35%) and anaplastic (4/8; 50%) histology WT,
as summarized in Table 5. Among eight patients who previously
received HDCT, three had PR, one had SD, three had PD, and one,
without measurable disease at the time of paclitaxel initiation,
had durable CR at 16 months post-paclitaxel therapy.

Patient 14, who had diffuse anaplastic WT, was initially treated
with aggressive front-line therapy, followed by multiple relapse
therapies including ifosfamide, carboplatin, and etoposide, and
high-dose chemotherapy with stem cell rescue. This patient
subsequently had near-complete or very good partial responses
of relapsed, metastatic disease in lungs, liver, and abdomen/pelvis
on three separate occasions to nab-paclitaxel over several years.

At the time of data collection, 22 patients were deceased, three
were alive with disease, and three were alive without evidence
of disease. At 12 months from initiation of paclitaxel therapy, the
EFS estimate was 15.6% (95% confidence interval [CI|: 4.9%-31.5%)
and the OS estimate was 44.5% (95% CI: 25.4%—-61.9%) (Figure 1).

4 | Discussion

Our retrospective study highlights the potential efficacy of
paclitaxel-containing chemotherapy regimens in the treatment
of recurrent WT in a heavily pretreated patient population.
Among 26 patients who had measurable disease at the start of
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TABLE 2 | Clinical and treatment data prior to paclitaxel therapy.?
High-dose  Best response
therapy/SCT to therapy
Patient Initial Chemotherapy received prior prior to prior to
number Histology stage Sites of metastasis to paclitaxel (# agents) paclitaxel paclitaxel
1 Non-anaplastic v Lung, IVC DD-4A; VI; ICE; RIST; Cy/Top No CR
NOS thrombus (1)
2 Non-anaplastic v Lung DD-4A; ICE + topotecan; VIT (9) No CR
NOS
3 Non-anaplastic v Lung DD-4A; ICE + VI, cabozantinib; Yes CR
NOS VITB (10)
4 Diffuse anaplasia A\ Lung, liver, regional UH-2; VIT (7) No PR
(received LN, distant LN
pre-operative
chemotherapy)
5 Diffuse anaplasia v Lung, regional LN, DD-4A; UH-1; ICE + VI; No CR
abdomen ponatinib; topotecan (10)
6 Favorable 111 Lung, pleural + DD-4A; ICE + topotecan; VI; No CR
extrapleural to left Cy/Top (10)
hemithorax,
contralateral kidney
7 High-risk I Lung DD-4A; ICE + VI; Cy/Top + Yes CR
blastemal TAA-specific T cells (10)
8 Diffuse anaplasia v Lung, regional LN UH-1; VIT + Cy/Top; No CR
vincristine/dactinomycin (9)
9 Favorable 111 Lung DD-4A; ICE; VI; Cy/Top; No CR
lenvatinib/everolimus (11)
10 Diffuse anaplasia v Lung, liver, regional DD-4A; ICE + VI; Cy/Top; Yes CR
(received LN, distant LN, cabozatinib (10)
pre-operative bone
chemotherapy)
11 Favorable 111 Abdomen (multiple DD-4A; CCE; VI, ICE (8) No PR
intra-abdominal
masses), liver
12 Favorable v Lung Regimen M; ICE+ VI; Cy/Top (8) Yes CR
13 Favorable v Lung, regional LN Regimen M; carboplatin/ No CR
etoposide, irinotecan (7)
14 Diffuse anaplasia v Liver, lung, regional UH-3; IT, palbociclib; ICE; pem- Yes CR
LN brolizumab/decitabine/axitinib
(12)
15 Favorable 111 Lung, abdomen DD-4A; ICE + Cy/Top; IT (10) No CR
16 Favorable v Lung, regional LN Regimen M; ICE + VI; Yes CR
IT/nab-rapamycin; IT/sirolimus
(10)
17 Favorable 111 Lung, mediastinal DD-4A; ICE; Cy/Top; CCE; No CR
LN sorafenib; VI (10)
18 Diffuse anaplasia v Lung, regional LN UH-3 (6) No PD
19 Favorable 111 Lung, pelvis DD-4A; UH-3; VIT (8) No PD
20 Diffuse anaplasia 1AY Lung, abdomen DD-4A; VDC; ICE;VI (8) No PD
21 Favorable 1 Lung EE-4A; VDC + IE; No CR
carboplatin/topotecan; VIT (10)
(Continues)
4 0f10 Pediatric Blood & Cancer, 2025
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TABLE 2 | (Continued)

High-dose  Best response

therapy/SCT to therapy
Patient Initial Chemotherapy received prior prior to prior to
number Histology stage Sites of metastasis to paclitaxel (# agents) paclitaxel paclitaxel
22 Intermediate risk 111 Lung, contralateral EE-4A; Regimen I (6) No CR

kidney
23 Intermediate risk 111 Abdomen VAD; DD-4A; CCE + VI (7) No CR
24 Intermediate risk v Lung, regional LN Regimen M; Yes CR
carboplatin/irinotecan (7)
25 Favorable 1I Lung, abdomen EE-4A; Regimen [; No PD
carboplatin/irinotecan,
topotecan (9)
26 Intermediate risk 111 Lung DD-4A; CCE; VI (7) No CR
27 Favorable v Lung, regional LN, Regimen M; carboplatin + VI (7) Yes CR
liver
28 Diffuse anaplasia 111 Abdomen, DD-4A; ICE + Cy/Top; VITB (11) No CR
paraspinal, lung,
liver, bone

Abbreviations: CCE, cyclophosphamide/carboplatin/etoposide; Cy/Top, cyclophosphamide/topotecan; DD-4A, vincristine/dactinomycin/doxorubicin; EE-4A,
vincristine/dactinomycin; ICE, ifosfamide/carboplatin/etoposide; IT, irinotecan/temozolomide; IVC, inferior vena cava; LN, lymph node; NOS, not otherwise
specified; Regimen I, vincristine/doxorubicin/cyclophosphamide/etoposide; Regimen M, vincristine/dactinomycin/doxorubicin/cyclophosphamide/etoposide;
RIST, rapamycin/irinotecan/dasatinib/temozolomide; TAA, tumor-associated antigen; UH-1, vincristine/doxorubicin/cyclophosphamide/carboplatin/etoposide;
UH-3, vincristine/doxorubicin/cyclophosphamide/carboplatin/etoposide/irinotecan; VI(T)(B), vincristine/irinotecan/temozolomide/bevacizumab.

2All patients received surgery and radiation therapy prior to paclitaxel administration.

paclitaxel-based chemotherapy, 42.3% had an objective response,
and two patients treated adjuvantly without measurable disease
were without progression for 12 and 16 months. The EFS and
OS estimates at 1 year were 15.6% (95% CIL: 4.9%-31.5%) and
44.5% (95% CI: 25.4%—-61.9%), respectively. This is similar to a
heavily pretreated WT population included in a Phase 2 study of
topotecan, in which EFS and OS estimates at 1 year were 16.4% =+
6.1% and 29.5% =+ 8.3%, respectively [8].

The response rate to paclitaxel-containing regimens is notewor-
thy because no new classes of chemotherapeutic agents with
efficacy in treating WT have been identified since the camp-
tothecins, topotecan and irinotecan, were first studied almost
20 years ago [8, 9, 11]. A systematic review of 257 patients
with recurrent WT who enrolled in 79 Phase 1 and 2 studies
showed objective responses in 22 patients (8.5%), including 15/62
(24%) who received camptothecin-containing regimens [21]. The
identification of paclitaxel combinations as potentially effective
for WT is therefore consequential, offering a new option in a
landscape where therapeutic advancements have been sparse.

The contribution of paclitaxel to the reported responses cannot
be directly measured. The Pediatric Oncology Group P9262
Phase 2 study of paclitaxel showed an objective response rate
of 13% with a clinical benefit rate of 40% when those with
SD were included [18]. Studies with other taxanes have had
variable results in WT, with the caveat that in the context of
Phase 1 evaluations, the dosages or administration schedules
may not have been optimal. Nab-Paclitaxel was not found to
be active in four relapsed WTs, although a high-grade renal

tumor not otherwise specified exhibited a partial response [22].
Docetaxel was not found to have activity in WT preclinically
or clinically, with no responses in nine patients with recurrent
WT [21, 23]. Although no response to docetaxel was evident in
limited preclinical xenograft testing, a complete response was
seen to cabazitaxel in the WT xenograft assessed, suggesting that
response may vary depending on the particular taxane [23]. To our
knowledge, cabazitaxel has only been tested on one patient with
relapsed WT with no response [24]. Ixabepilone is an epothilone B
analog that functions analogously to taxanes via tubulin binding
and microtubule stabilization. There were no objective responses
among 12 WT patients treated on Phase 1/2 studies of ixabepilone
conducted by the COG, although one patient who had been
treated with six prior regimens remained on treatment for 38
cycles with stable disease [25, 26].

In breast cancer, paclitaxel and doxorubicin are used in com-
bination because the agents have different mechanisms of
action and toxicity profiles [27-29]. Preclinical studies have
suggested additive or synergistic effects of doxorubicin and
paclitaxel in breast cancer cell lines and indicate that the
sequence of delivery is important [30]. Our data suggest that
paclitaxel combinations containing doxorubicin produced higher
response rates (5/8 responses = 62.5%) than other regimens,
although comparisons are limited by the small sample size
and heterogeneity of tumor characteristics and prior treat-
ments received. Decades-old response data for doxorubicin in
recurrent WT collectively showed a response rate of 50%-60%
[31-35], but those patients mostly received only vincristine and
dactinomycin before doxorubicin. All patients in our series

50f10

25U90 17 SUOWILIOD BATER.D) 3[qeolfdde a1 Aq peuseAob o S YO ‘88N 10 Sa|NJ 0y AZIqIT aUIIUO ABIA U0 (SUO1IPUOD-PLB-SLLLBYWIOD A3 1A ARe.c]1jBu! [Uo//SdIy) SUONIPUOD PUE SWL | aU) 95 *[GZ0Z/B0/TZ] U0 A%iq178uliuo A8]1M ‘NpenmB@ equiawi-<Ui|0gaius> Aq ST6TE 9 /Z00T 0T/10p/L00™Aa | ARe.qjpujuo//sdiy Lol ppeojumo ‘0 ‘/T0SGYST



15455017, 0, Downloaded from https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pbc.31915 by <Shibboleth>-member@gwu.edu, Wiley Online Library on [21/08/2025]. See the Terms and Conditions (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions) on Wiley Online Library for rules of use; OA articles are governed by the applicable Creative Commons License

]
(=}
(senunuo)) S
m
pasead3(d € V/N I ad ad 14! QUIqRIdUWRD/[9XeI[oed-qEN ad eisejdeue asnyIq ST S
3
(Adesoyjowayo 3
aanerado-axd 2
[SEINEREN)) m
paseas( 1 V/N I ad ad A QUIQE)OUIRD) /[9XBII[OB]-qeN ad ersejdeue asnygiq o1 s
3seasIp (8uro3uo)
M BAITY € [4 € ad (©ad 4! QUIQRIIOUID /[9XeIN[Oed-qEN ad eisejdeue asnyiq 8¢
9sBISIp
M ATV 91 9 14 0] (Mad 4l SUIqeIIOWRD /[oXeN[IB]-qeN ad eise[deue asnyiq 14
paseadsd 9 C € ad (©)ad 14! URIqNIOXO0(/[9Xe[ded-qeN ad eisejdeue asnyIq S
paseade( 1 V/N I ad ad (0]54 UuIqnIoXo(/[axel|ded ad dlqeIoAeq 1
(Adesoyjowayo
aanerado-axd
[SEVNERELY)]
paseass( 1 V/N I ad ad 0S¢ URIqNIOX0(/[SXBIIR] ud ersejdeue ssngiq v
SON
paseass( 4 V/N I ad ad 0st UIqNIOX0(/[SXBIIR] ad onsejdeue-uoN 4
9sBISIp JO
OUIPIAD (8uro3uo)
ou ‘vl g¢ 193 9 a0 (©ad 0s¢ UrIqnIoxXo(/[9xeloed ad d1qeroAeq 4}
paseadaq i T ¥ Aad () ¥d 0S¢ uIdIqnIoXo( /[oxeIoed ad dlqeIoAB] 6
[ewRIse[q
paseadaq 81 € 9 o () 4d 0S2 URIqNIOXO(]/[9XeIN[ord ad JSU-YSIH L
SON
paseadad 01 % € Ad () ¥9d 0S¢ urdIqnIoXo/[oXeIoed ad onsejdeue-uoN 1
paseaoa( 1T 9 9 as as 00T [oxeIRg ad 9[qBIOAR 1C
snjels (syruowr)  (syjuouu) Adexayy (ssrderoyy  (poapiodax  (asop/ ui/3ur) (payrrduais) udwrsax ASo103STH J_qunu
eNA dn-mogoy asuodsax  Sururejuod REip D) asuodsax Pxeoed PaA1a93x udwidax Sururejuos juaned
0} 1s9q jo -[exeyrpoed sopnpour) Yorym Jo asoq Sururejuod-axeyroed -[oxeyroed
Pxeyped uoneing JO s9[240 Aderayy I93Je J[940) Joreys
Jjo JoxdqunN  Sururejuod Adeaayy Je snjels
uonenrur -Ioxeyped  Sururejuod 3seasIq
WIOIJ WILL, I9)ye -[exeyrpoed
asuodsox 0]
1s9g asuodsoy
=
.GQEMWOH juaurjean \mn— UUQSOHM Blep asuodsarx AQN,ESUNQ [oAd]-1uan e _ ¢ HI1dVL pm
O



15455017, 0, Downloaded from https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pbc.31915 by <Shibboleth>-member@gwu.edu, Wiley Online Library on [21/08/2025]. See the Terms and Conditions (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/terms-and-conditions) on Wiley Online Library for rules of use; OA articles are governed by the applicable Creative Commons License

o
—
.ﬁoa_ommm ASIMISJ0 Jou ‘SON ‘uoneladIqqyvy fnnu._
~
JBISOULIOA
poseadsg T ! 3 as as SLT /unerdoqie)/[exelnoed ad ] (A €I
unerdoqre)
paseada( z V/N I ad ad 08 /RUIQEIOWRD /[OXeII[OB] ad 9[qeI0ABq LT
unerdoqre)
paseasa €C z L qd (©¥ud oy /uIqNIOXO(/[PXEIN[O’] dd ersedeue asnjjiq 8
paseadsd 91 z 4 as as oz ueddjodoL,/[oxeIoed ad SSH 9)RIPIULIANU] w
3seasIp
M JAIY o1 4 C Ad (D ¥d ovz uedajodo] /[oxe)oed ad YSLI 91BIPIULIdIU] d
3seasIp Jjo
0UIPIAD QUIQEIIOWIN /UIdIqNIOX0J
ou ‘OAIY ¥T 4 9 bife) a0 el /19XeII[9R]-qeN ko) S[qRIOAR] o1
3seasIp jo
0UIPIAD (8uro8uo) QUIQEIIOWID /UIdIqNIOX0J
ou QA o1 91 ¢ D D STT /1oxeNoed-qeN D J[qeIoAeq 9
SUIqEIIOWH /UINIOXO(] SON
paseadsq 1 6 6 as as szl /1oxeIToRd-qeN ad opse[deue-uoN €
QUIQEIIOWID /UIdIqNIOX0(J
paseadsq 69 4 01 o () 4d 4 /ToXeITORd-qeN ad 3[SH 9)eIpIWIS)U] 9z
QUIQEIIOWaD /UIdIqNIOX0J
paseada( S 1 € ud (D 4ad 4 /19xe)ORd-qeN ad [qeIOoAL] ST
paseadaQq z V/N I ad ad szl SUIQE)IOWSD) /[9XEII[OBd-qBN ad 9[qeIoABq Le
paseadsg v V/N z ad ad szt QUIqEIOWRD/[OXEI[OBd-GEN ad s[qeIoAe] sz
peseada( L V/N 4 ad ad el QUIQE) WD) /[9XBII[OBJ-qeN ad S[SLI 9)RIPIULISIUT ve
paseanaq € V/N I ad ad szl aUIqeIIOWDD) /[OXE)[OB-qEN ad eise[deue asnyiq (11
paseannd € V/N € ad ad szt SUIqRIOWRD)/[OXE}[OBd-GBN ad ] (A 61
snjels (sypuowr)  (syjuour) Aderoyy (serderoyy  (popiodax  (asop/,ui/Sur) (paygrduais) udwrsax ASo103STH Jquinu
eNA dn-mogjoy asuodsax  Sururejuod Iy30 asuodsax Pxeoed PaA19931 UdWISAX Sururejuod juaned
0] 1s9q jo -[oxeypoed sopnpour) Yorym Jo asoq Sururejuos-axeyroed -[oxeyroed
Pxeped  uoneing JO s9[940 Aderayqy I93Je J[940) Joyress
Jo JordqunN  Sururejuod Aderoyy Je snjels
uonenIUI -[oxeyped  Sururejuod aseasiq
WIOIJ SWILY, I9)ye -[exeyrpoed
asuodsaox 0]
150g asuodsoy
(ponunuo)d) | € ATAVL




TABLE 4 | Response by paclitaxel regimen.

Number of Response
Paclitaxel-containing regimen patients Responses to 1-2 cycles rate
Nab-Paclitaxel/Gemcitabine 9 2PR,7PD 22.2%
(Nab)-Paclitaxel/Doxorubicin 8 5PR,3PD 62.5%
Nab-Paclitaxel/Gemcitabine/Doxorubicin 5 2 PR, 1SD plus 2 durable CR (no measurable 40%
disease at start of paclitaxel therapy)
Paclitaxel/Topotecan 2 1PR,1SD 50%
Paclitaxel/Doxorubicin/Carboplatin 1 1PR 100%
Paclitaxel/Carboplatin/SAHA 1 1SD 0%
Paclitaxel/Carboplatin/Gemcitabine 1 1PD 0%
Paclitaxel 1 1SD 0%
Paclitaxel + others 13 6 PR,3SD, 4 PD 46%
Nab-Paclitaxel + others 15 5PR,1SD, 7 PD2 durable CR (no measurable 39%
disease at start of paclitaxel therapy)
TABLE 5 | Response by histology.
Number of
Histology patients Response to 1-2 cycles Response rate
Non-anaplastic 20 7 PR, 4 SD, 7 PD2 durable CR (no measurable 39%
disease at start of paclitaxel therapy)

Anaplastic 8 4 PR, 4PD 50%
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FIGURE 1 | Event-free survival (EFS) (A) and overall survival (OS) (B) curves from the time of initiation of paclitaxel-containing therapy.

previously received doxorubicin in addition to multiple other
agents. We are skeptical that doxorubicin alone would produce
the response rate we observed in such a heavily pretreated
population.

There is precedent for studying drug combinations in high-
risk or recurrent WT without knowing the single-agent activity
of the drugs. Examples are the vincristine/irinotecan combi-
nation that was recently found to induce a response in 79%
of patients with newly diagnosed Stage IV anaplastic Wilms
tumor [9], and the cyclophosphamide/topotecan combination
that demonstrated responses in two of six patients with recur-
rent WT across the Phase 1 and 2 studies conducted by the

Pediatric Oncology Group [36, 37]. Both vincristine/irinotecan
and cyclophosphamide/topotecan are being studied further in
the COG AREN1921 study of treatment of children with newly
diagnosed anaplastic histology and recurrent favorable histology
WT [12].

The strength of this study is the relatively large case series of a
rare patient population, which provides a more robust dataset
of paclitaxel treatment in patients with refractory/recurrent WT
than previous reports. Additionally, the focus on a population
of heavily pretreated patients with recurrent WT offers valuable
insights into the potential utility of paclitaxel in a challenging
clinical setting where treatment options are limited. Limitations
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of the study include the retrospective design and the potential
for selection bias, given that only institutions where patients
were known to have been treated with paclitaxel were invited to
participate. Additionally, the variability in the paclitaxel regimens
used, including differences in combination partners and dosing
schedules, complicates the interpretation of the results. These
factors limit the ability to draw definitive conclusions about the
efficacy of paclitaxel without further study.

In summary, this multi-institutional case series suggests that
paclitaxel-containing chemotherapy regimens including doxoru-
bicin and/or gemcitabine are active in patients with recur-
rent, heavily pretreated favorable histology and anaplastic WT.
Prospective studies are warranted to formally evaluate the effi-
cacy of paclitaxel-based therapies and identify the subgroups of
patients who may benefit.
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